
Autumn 2007Autumn 2007

 Speaking Out on 
Rodent 
  Control...

 Speaking Out on 
Rodent 
  Control...



2   WildCare   415.453.1000 Autumn 2007

 WildCare News
Volume 11, Number 2

Autumn 2007

Administration and Education

 415-453-1000 fax: 415-456-0594
Wildlife Hotline and Hospital

415-456-SAVE (7283)
Website http://www.wildcarebayarea.org

Email info@wildcarebayarea.org
Address 76 Albert Park Lane, San Rafael, CA 94901

Offi ce Hours 9am–5pm M-F
Exhibit Hall, Courtyard and Clinic Hours 

9am–5pm seven days a week
Board of Directors 

President Tom O’Connell
Treasurer Susan Ruche
Secretary Lisa Spencer

Linda Cheng
Dianne Fruin

Holly Hollenbeck
Mickey Luckoff

Joe Nation
Diana Phillips, DVM

Alan Reid
Jan Wild

In Memory of 

Elizabeth C. Terwilliger

Executive Director

Karen Wilson

WildCare Staff

 Jan Armstrong Joyce Bourasssa
 Suzanne Cooper Cindy Dicke
 Liesha Eberst Marian Eschen
 Brian Fiala  Jacob Fries
 Alison Hermance Jasmine Lemons 
 Julie Malet Diana Manis
 Ed McKee Livia McRee
 Charlotte Patterson Melanie Piazza
 Mary Pounder Olga Ross
 Paulette Smith-Ruiz JoLynn Taylor
 Victor Ullrich Meghan Urisko
  Pamela Westfall Bochte

WildCare advocates for wildlife 
for a sustainable world.

Cover Photograph: William F. Wilson
Production Editor: JoLynn Taylor
Website Design: Alison Hermance, Michael Magruder, Relevant Tools

WildCare’s newsletter is published three times a year (April, August, November). 
Every effort has been made to ensure that the contents of this publication are 
accurate. We regret that we cannot be responsible for human error, printing 

mistakes, or variations in individual workmanship. Printed in USA on 
Orion Satin Recycled paper by Schumann Printers, Inc., Fall River, 
Wisconsin.

Dear Friends,

WildCare has recently taken a stand on several 
issues that affect the lives of the wild animals and the 
people who share this environment. These issues raise 
ethical questions of animal rights and the role people 
play in relation to wildlife: What rights do animals have, 
and who speaks on their behalf? What real damage do 
species introduced by humans cause? Can we manage our 
environment humanely? Is it ethical to right one wrong 
with another?

One such issue is the rodenticide poisoning of the four Golden Gate 
Park hawks brought in to our hospital last winter (see p. 4). Rodents are the 
staple food of nearly all small wild carnivores – from tiny screech owls to 
coyotes. Commensal rodents (introduced by people and living among them) 
have established a place in our cities and suburbs just as native rodents have 
established themselves in our woods and fields. As human development 
consumes more and more wild habitat, can we find our way to allow wildlife 
to share our space? With no possibility of eliminating introduced rodents, what 
and who are we poisoning?

WildCare’s members responded with overwhelming support to our letters 
and emails that alerted them to this issue. As a result, the San Francisco 
Department of the Environment voted to issue a permanent moratorium on 
the use of these rodenticides on county lands. And although these dangerous 
poisons are still available to both consumers and pest control operators, the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency received more than 500 letters on the 
Proposed Risk Mitigation Decision for Nine Rodenticides, and is now considering 
the comments. Our work – with your support – continues.

Another issue is that of the Fallow and Axis Deer at Point Reyes National 
Seashore. People introduced these deer 50 years ago. Now considered “exotics,” 
the National Park Service plans to kill them. If herd management is necessary, 
WildCare, along with a number of other concerned organizations, advocate a 
plan to humanely and non-lethally manage – not exterminate – these deer.

WildCare deals with large issues like these to support and advance our 
mission and our core programs in wildlife rehabilitation and nature education. 
At WildCare we often treat the symptoms of larger problems like rodenticide 
poisoning, and we advocate to educate and potentially eliminate the cause of 
each one. 

Our day-to-day work is filled with joy and satisfaction too – watching a 
beautiful Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) strengthen and grow toward 
release, or seeing a young camper marvel at meeting Ginny, our educational 
opossum – experiences like these never fail to remind me of the wonder and 
connectedness of the natural world, and our important role in teaching children 
to love nature and protect it. (Thank you, Mrs. T.)

It is a privilege to work with the amazing WildCare community 
– volunteers, members, staff, contributors, program participants and board 
members. In this letter I am pleased to announce the addition of two new 
board members – Linda Cheng, Corporate Secretary of PG&E, and Dianne 
Fruin, Environmental Educator and Activist. Their talents and passion for 
our work will help us as we build toward the future. Thanks to all of you for 
your commitment to WildCare. We couldn’t do what we do without unique, 
generous and thoughtful contributions from each and every one of you. We are 
most grateful that you are our community.

Sincerely,

Karen J. Wilson
Exceutive Director
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We Love our Volunteers!
More than 300 WildCare volun-

teers donate tens of thousands of hours 
of their time to us each year. They 
clean, feed, medicate and transport pa-
tients in the hospital; they do laundry, 
dishes, mop fl oors, build cages and do 
laboratory work. Volunteer veterinar-
ians donate time and skills in surgery, 
diagnosis and medical expertise. 
Nature Guide volunteers work enthusi-
astically with children, introducing the 
young ones to the natural world they 
will inherit.

WildCare 
could not continue without 

volunteers. As a small token of our 
gratitude we invite all volunteers 
to join us at the Albert Park bocce 
courts for an afternoon of fun, food, 
games and camaraderie beginning at 
1pm on Sunday, October 7.

Good Fox, Bad 
Fox: Gray Fox, 
Red Fox  

Recent genetic 
studies by the Canid 
Diversity and Con-
servation Project at 
U. C. Davis School of 
Veterinary Medicine 
have proved that the 
Red Fox population in 
the Sacramento Valley is, in fact, native, 
and very closely related to the critically 
endangered Sierra Nevada Red Fox. 

In most areas of California, the Red 
Fox is considered a non-native species 
that cannot be released after rehabili-
tation, but must either be humanely 

euthanized or placed at an appropriate 
rescue or educational facility.

We Love our Members!
The donations of more than 4,000 

WildCare members keep the daylight-
balanced lights bright, the heating 
pads warm, the incubators and pool 
fi lters running, the Nature Van fi lled 
with gas, and the staff working to 
educate, train and manage volunteers 
and the work they do. Membership 
donations pay for caging materials, 
baby formulas, medicines and specialty 

foods for over 200 different species 
of wildlife. They subsidize education 
programs, fund scholarships, purchase 
books, crayons and taxidermy art.

WildCare could not continue with-
out our members. If you’re a member, 
we invite you to bring your whole fam-
ily to our special members’ Halloween 
event, an afternoon of story telling, 
face painting, snacks, Wildlife Ambas-
sadors and prizes for kids in costume! 

Not a member? Join at the door! 
Creatures of Myth and Legend, Sun-
day, October 28, 2-4pm at WildCare.

news and notes
continued on page 14

Van Midde & Son Concrete is 
the foundation on which WildCare 
is built – literally! This community-
minded business member of the 
Marin Builders Association, founded 
in 1991 by Ted Van Midde III, has 
helped us rebuild WildCare – from 
the ground up. Our 2003 autumn 
newsletter reviewed the completed 
reconstruction of the fi rst section of 
Wildlife Recovery Unit North, a new 
suite of multi-use cages for the re-
covery of various species of wildlife 
patients. Van Midde & Son pro-
vided both project management and 
deeply discounted concrete founda-
tions for this project. Coincidentally, 
WildCare’s 2004 autumn newsletter 
documented the reconstruction of 
Wildlife Recovery Unit East, a com-
pletely redesigned suite of aviaries, 
built on a solid Van Midde & Son 
foundation. Ted believes in giving 
back to his community, and Wild-
Care is proud to be the recipient of 
some of his most meaningful gifts.

Here, in our 2007 autumn 
newsletter, we have reason to 
thank Ted and Van Midde & Son, 
our very generous near neighbor, 
once again. Their great recent work 
for WildCare was their gift of the 
foundation and installation for our 
newly reconstructed second section 
of Wildlife Recovery Unit North. 
WildCare’s Facilities Manager Jacob 
Fries says, “Ted is great; he gives us 
so much help and valuable advice 
that we know how much he cares 
about WildCare and its wildlife 
rehabilitation and nature education 
programs.”

Thank you so much, Van Midde 
& Son, for your care, concern and 
compassion.
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local heroes...news and notes...

Volunteers 
will be honored at the 
Volunteer Appreciation Party on October 7. 
Members, their families and guests will be 
treated to Creatures of Myth and Legend on 
October 28. Photos by Trish Carney and JoLynn 

Creatures of Myth & Legend Member EventSunday October 28, 2pm - 4pm

Volunteer Appreciation Party

Marin Bocce Federation Courts

Sunday October 7, 1pm - 4pm

Photo by Don Getty
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Speaking Out on Rodent Control

Patient #0061
WildCare members and visitors to 

our website will be familiar with the 
case of Red-shouldered Hawk #0061, 
brought to WildCare suffering from 
anti-coagulant rodenticide poisoning 
that occurred in Golden Gate Park. 
This beautiful bird was released back 
to the park’s botanical garden after 
intensive treatment for poisoning 
– just in time for mating season 
– while TV cameras brought the issue 
of rodenticide poisoning to public 
attention. 

Several other hawks had not 
been so lucky; they died within days 
of rodenticide poison being used 
in the area. This hawk became the 
ambassador for a policy change by 
the San Francisco Department of the 
Environment, which now prohibits the 
use of certain rodent poisons outdoors 
to protect the park’s wildlife.

Second-Generation Rodenticides 
Anti-coagulant poisons, known 

as “second-generation” or “single-
feed” rodenticides, are sold under 
various product names, and contain 
the active ingredients brodifacoum, 
bromadiolone and difethialone. They 
kill rodents “after a single feeding.” A 
rodent consumes the poison at a bait 
station, and then slowly dies of internal 
hemorrhage. What makes these poisons 
so dangerous to wildlife is that it takes 
four to seven days for the rodent to die. 
During this time rodents can consume 
more bait, raising the level of toxins in 
their bodies to a dose lethal to the larger 
animals that eat rodents and carrion, 
such as hawks, owls, foxes, raccoons, 
opossums, skunks and coyotes.  

When Politics is a Good Thing 
Patient #0061’s situation caused 

an uproar in San Francisco and led the 
city’s Department of the Environment 

to enact an immediate temporary 
ban on the use of “second-generation” 
anti-coagulant rodenticides in outdoor 
areas like Golden Gate Park. In May 
the San Francisco Commission on 
the Environment voted to make this 
ban permanent, adding these rodent 
poisons to the city’s Restricted Poison 
list. Ventura County has passed a similar 
policy on the use of these poisons; 
hopefully other counties will follow.  

In the face of evidence that a 
wide variety of species – including 
threatened and endangered 
species – are dying from eating 
poisoned rodents, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is also considering limiting the 
use of these poisons throughout the 
country.

WildCare supporters wrote 
letters to encourage the EPA to place 
restrictions on second-generation 
rodenticides. The EPA received 
approximately 500 letters from the 
public supporting restrictions on 
the use of single-feed rodenticides; 
however, the pressure from businesses 
licensed by the Structural Pest Control 
Board to allow the continued use of 
poisons is strong. These businesses rely 
on poisons, and don’t usually assist 
people in removing the cause of the 
problem – typically a food source. The 
EPA is now considering what actions 

the voice for wildlife...

People often call Wildcare for advice when they have a rodent 
problem. Using poison can seem like an efficient, cost-effective 
solution to a messy dilemma. The manufacturers of pest control 
products claim that putting down a little poisoned bait will clear 
up pest animal problems quickly, easily and painlessly. However, 
not only is poisoning an ineffective method of controlling pests, the 
negative effects of poisons are far-reaching and deadly – and not just 
for the targeted pests! 

An easy meal of a poisoned rat brought #0061 to WildCare. Beginning 
with twice-daily injections, WildCare staff administered a six-week 

course of Vitamin K, the only antidote to these poisons. As the bird began to 
recover, treatment became more challenging. Photos by JoLynn Taylor
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to take, including possibly restricting 
these poisons to indoor use.

When is Poison Appropriate
To those of us who work with 

wildlife, the answer is obvious: never. 
Poisoning alone never eliminates 
a pest animal problem, and the 
collateral damage outweighs all 
quick-fix fantasies. Poison used with 
other nuisance wildlife management 
techniques may seem effective, but 
if you use the other techniques, you 
won’t need the poisons anyway.

Outwitting Critters  
Our houses, gardens, vineyards 

and farms are a great source of free 
food for hungry animals. The gardeners 
in Golden Gate Park believe that rodent 
populations are increased by park 
visitors who feed ducks and squirrels. 
The only real way to eliminate pest 
animals is to remove what attracts 
them. Wildlife population size is 
determined by the amount of food and 
habitat available. 

Bird feeders provide gourmet 
dining for rodents. To prevent rodents 
from feasting at the feeder at night, 
place the feeder on a pole and clean up 
any seed that falls to the ground. 

To exclude rodents from buildings, 
seal entrance locations. Keep a lid on 
trash pails and compost con tainers. The 
EPA agrees, noting in its Proposed Risk 
Mitigation Decision for Nine Rodenticides 
that “without habitat modification 
to make areas less attractive to 
commensal rodents, even eradication 
will not prevent new populations from 
recolonizing the habitat.” 

In Golden Gate Park, part of the 
problem was solved by volunteers 
who made wire baskets to cover the 
plants the rodents were eating. Another 
solution the park plans to adopt is to 
add a trash pick-up on Saturdays, so 
that cans aren’t full when Sunday park 
visitors arrive. 

Nature’s Best Rodent Control
Rodents play an important role in 

nature. Removing rodent food sources 
and habitat, while encouraging natural 
predators, is the only permanent 
solution. WildCare encourages natural 
forms of rodent control through 
exclusion and predator support. 
One family of hungry barn owls can 
consume more than 3,000 rodents in 
a nesting season. Placing a Hungry 
Owl Project nest box on your property 
can help control rodent populations 
throughout your neighborhood 
and beyond, while maintaining the 
naturally balanced food chain.
Special thanks to Jamie Ray of SF-ROMP  
(sfromp.org) for her leadership on this issue and 
for her consultation on this story.

WildCare Animal Care Director Melania Piazza released Patient #0061 
on March 16. The media attention resulted in a ban on the use of these 
rodenticides on San Francisco County land.  Unfortunately, further steps 
are needed; these rodenticides are still available to licensed Nuisance 

Wildlife Control Operators (NWCOs), who are permitted to use them 
outdoors. Please do not support any businesses that place poisons in our 
environment. For humane control of rodents or other wild animal pests, 
call WildCare’s Living with Wildlife Hotline. Photo by William F. Wilson
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the environmental approach...

You may have heard our beloved 
Mrs. T say, “Teach children to love 
nature; people take care of what they 
love.” WildCare’s education department 
works hard to do that with our Field 
Trips, Center tours, and in-class Nature 
Van presentations. So what happens 
when your child experiences a Nature 
Van visit? Let’s take a peak inside some 
classrooms to find out…

Seeing is Believing
“Are these animals real?” asks a 

child as he walks into the presentation 
room. He was not the first to ask that 
question, and he won’t be the last! 
WildCare uses biofacts that include 
over 100 touchable taxidermic 
specimens, bones and feathers. The 
students’ favorites tend to be the grey 
fox (“so cute!”), the sea otter (“so 
soft!”), the king snake (“so cool!”), and 
the little brown bat (“so amazing!”). 
Being nose-to-nose with the animals, 
and seeing the minute details of these 
amazing creatures is a highlight of the 
program.

Playing or Learning?
Kids learn so much more when 

they use all of their senses and their 
entire bodies. “Let’s all be Snowy 
Egrets, everybody! Paint your toes 
yellow. Now let’s fly to the marsh and 
land in the mud. Squelch! Walk into 
the water. Sploosh! And freeze! Now 
wiggle your yellow toes. Your toes look 
like worms! See the fish swimming 
toward your toes? Take your long 
sharp beak and… Snap! Yum yum!” 
The children pretend to be mosquito-
catching bats (600 in one hour!), owls 
who catch skunks with their talons 
(thank goodness they can’t smell!), 

and ducks who preen their 
feathers so they don’t get wet.

Our presentations are 
geared to the California 

Science Standards, so 
teachers can feel 

confident 
that they 

will fit 
effectively in 

their curricula. 
Vocabulary is 

brought to life with 

fun games and rhymes. “What’s an 
animal called who eats both plants and 
animals? Let’s put some plants in one 
hand, and some animals in the other 
hand. Now let’s stuff our face. Om-
nom-nom-nom-nom…. omnivore!” 

Travels with the Terwilliger Nature Van
by Susanne Cooper, Nature Van Naturalist 

Are they real? More than 100 taxidermic specimens enliven nature education for kids during a recent 
nature van program. Photo by Julie Althoff
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Students to Stewards
Once the kids have made a 

connection with wildlife, it’s time to 
bring up conservation, but on a level 
that they can understand. After one 
class learned about wetlands and their 
inhabitants, they were quite upset that 
certain marshes had been filled in by 
business growth. “Stupid McDonalds,” 
mumbled one classmate to another. 
In an oceans lesson, I explained that 
escaped balloons tend to float over the 
ocean and get eaten by unsuspecting 

sea turtles, who think they are 
jellyfish. One girl devoutly 

stated, “I’m only going 
to play with balloons 

inside.” Can kids make a 
difference? Oh yes, they can.

A little girl walked into 
the presentation room at 
an inner-city school and 

instantly started crying, terrified 
of the taxidermied wildlife. As she 
began to learn about the animals, 
fear turned into curiosity, which 
led to excitement. Soon the child 
was all smiles, showing everybody 
what she herself had discovered. 
Another boy, who helped clean 
up at the end of the day, stated 
very seriously, “when I grow up, 
I’m going to be a wildlife teacher… 
or a doctor.” Do WildCare education 
programs make a difference? Oh yes, 
they do.
Register your child’s class for a Nature Van 
visit, Field Trip, or Center tour by calling our 
education department at 415-453-1000, ext. 
12. Scholarships are available, too. We are also 
excited to offer a brand new program that brings 
our live Wildlife Ambassador animals to the 
classroom. Call for more information!
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just for kids...

Let’s Get Going!

DOWN:
 2. What squirrels like to cache
 3. Season animals return to breeding grounds
 4. Animals need this to keep warm and not starve
 5. To hide food
 6. Songbirds that travel at night are ______

migrators
 9. A group of flying birds
 10. To find your way
 11. The pattern geese fly in
 14. Warm wind currents used by migratory birds
 16. Traveling by day, the Swainson’s Hawk is a

 ______ migrator
 17. Six-legged first food for juvenile animals

ACROSS:
 1.  The path birds follow while migrating
 7.  The fun way to learn
 8.  Popular migration destination 
 12.  Search or hunt for food
 13.  When animals don’t migrate
 15.  Season to leave breeding grounds
 18.  How animals know without learning
 19.  When animal populations move
 20.  Some North American animals migrate 

this way in fall

SOLUTION:
1. flyway  2. acorns  3. spring  4. fat  5. cache  6. nocturnal  7. play  
8. tropics  9. flock  10. navigate  11. vformation  12. forage  
13. overwinter  14. thermals  15. fall 16. diurnal  17. insects  18. instinct 
19. migrate  20. south

8   WildCare   415.453.1000 Autumn 2007
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patient
gallery

Eastern Gray 
Squirrel (#0225) was 
found on the ground 
bleeding from his nose 
near Sun Valley School 
in San Rafael on April 3. 
Like many of the other 
tree squirrels WildCare 
admits each year, this youngster had 
probably fallen from his nest. Unlike 
most others, this squirrel wasn’t gray, 
but a beautiful golden blonde color. 

The Eastern Gray Squirrel most of-
ten looks like a slightly smaller version 
of our native Western Gray Squirrel, 
but a variety of color phases are not 
uncommon, including black, various 
shades of brown, and even white. East-
ern Gray Squirrels have been intro-
duced in California, and because they 
mature more quickly than Western 
Gray Squirrels, there is some concern 
that they will successfully out-com-
pete the native Western Gray Squirrel 
for habitat. Eastern Gray Squirrels are 
most often found in parks and suburbs, 
and black-phase color variations can 
often be seen in Palo Alto parks and on 
the Stanford University campus. There 
are also pockets of Eastern Gray Squir-
rel colonies in Marin.

Patient #0225 was put on antibi-
otics, and recovered quickly. He was 
placed in foster care with two other 
Eastern Gray Squirrels until his release 
back to the Sun Valley area on May 25.

Western Pond Turtle (#0206) 
was found on the road in west Marin 
by Paul Schmidt on March 31, appar-
ently the victim of an automobile. The 

lower part of his shell, called the plas-
tron, was fractured completely across 
his body, leaving his internal organs 
exposed, but apparently undamaged. 
Medical staff fl ushed and cleaned the 
wound, applied antimicrobial dressings 
and stabilized the fragmented shell 
with splints. He was put on antibiotics 
and moved to a well-padded incubator 
until he could be transferred to volun-
teer veterinarian Dr. Kenneth Bacon on 
April 2 for specialized treatment. This 
was the fourth Western Pond Turtle 
shell repair Dr. Bacon had done for 
WildCare this year.

Dr. Bacon cleaned the wound and 
used marine epoxy resin to repair the 
shell. He adjusted the medications, 
and returned the animal to WildCare 
for continued treatment. By April 23, 
the shell was much more stable. The 
turtle was gaining weight and was 
given periodic opportunities to swim 
and exercise. On May 11, WildCare 
staff noticed fl uid beneath the glue 
and signs of infection. Patient #0206 
was returned to Dr. Bacon, who again 
cleaned and re-splinted the fracture. 
The turtle remained on antibiotics 
under veterinary care until May 17, 
when the infection had resolved to the 
point that Dr. Bacon could again glue 
the shell. This time the wound did not 
become infected, and the shell healed 

cleanly. Western Pond Turtle #0206 
was released on June 20. 

Swainson’s Hawk (#0814) was 
transferred to WildCare from Lindsay 
Wildlife Museum on June 14. A UPS 
driver had found the downy nestling 
in the road in Stockton, and thought 
he’d found a duck. 

The staff at Lindsay Museum 
stabilized the bird and performed 
lab tests to be sure he was healthy. 
Because imprinting is always a danger 
with nestling birds, they called Wild-

Care to see if 
we might have 
a companion for 
the little raptor. 
While we had 
no nestlings, 
our educational 
Swainson’s 
Hawk, Hin-
ton, had been 
laying eggs 
and generally 
acting “broody,” 
and we agreed 
to explore the 

possibility of Hinton “adopting” this 
little orphan. They transferred him to 
WildCare.

Radiographs indicated the little 
bird was suffering from metabolic bone 
disease, and he was put on a course of 
calcium supplements and placed in  a 
smaller cage inside Hinton’s enclosure. 
For four days staff periodically hand-
fed the little bird in Hinton’s enclosure, 
hoping Hinton would show interest in 
helping, but sadly, Hinton never did. 
The nestling was transferred to the 
U. C. Davis Raptor Center where he 
will be raised with another Swainson’s 
chick.fractured plastron healed plastron

Photo by Brian Fiala

Photo by JoLynn Taylor

Photo by Alison 
Hermance

Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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It’s that time of year again. For those families with children going 
off to college, you may look around your “nest” and get a bit of an 
empty feeling. Maybe a tear wells as you look at the boxes of belong-
ings littering your offspring’s room, ready for transport to a new life.  
Maybe you are measuring their room for that craft area you have 
always wanted. Either way, after so many years of nurturing, teach-
ing and supporting, our babies have grown up and are stepping out 
on their own. Don’t feel badly, it happens to us all. Even our wildlife 
neighbors may be experiencing the “empty nest” syndrome.  

Many of the lessons these young-
sters (including ours) have hopefully 
learned are the same: how to feed your-
self, how to find a place to live, who 
to trust (and who not to trust!) and, 
perhaps, what to look for in a mate. 
True, unlike raccoons and skunks, we 
didn’t teach our kids to dig up sod for 
yummy grubs, but we did teach them 
to make that college staple, macaroni 
and cheese. All these lessons are meant 
to give our babies the skills they will 
need to survive in the big wide world.  

Some youngsters just wander away 
quietly and without a lot of fanfare, 
but most would prefer to stay and be 
taken care of. The doe wanders with 
her fawns, looking for sweeter browse. 
The little family stays together until the 
doe senses she will want the territory 
for her next baby. A gentle reminder 
to stand on their own two (or four) 
feet becomes a strong insistence. Some 
hawks have to resort to chasing their 
young out of the territory, preventing 

them from hunting, or even perching, 
in the area.

Gray Fox Home Schooling
Play is essential for most car-

nivores. Researchers have seen fox 
fathers exhibiting much excitement 
about their pups, playing with them 
endlessly. After a few months, parents 
start reducing the food supply, which 
encourages pups to begin moving 
away from the den. They bury surplus 
food close to the den and disguise it 
with leaves and twigs. This teaches the 
pups to sniff and forage. Researchers 
have even observed a male fox playing 
ambush with his offspring, as if teach-
ing them how to escape from preda-
tors. Games help teach survival skills.

Opossum Instincts
Dispersal tactics for the Virginia 

Opossum are different from other 
mammals. Opossums haven’t needed 
to evolve much since the age of the 
dinosaurs. They rely on more primitive 
hormonal instincts to make a living. 
Play and education are not important 
to their success. 

Instinct tells the babies to stay in 
the marsupial pouch until they out-
grow the space. Then instinct keeps 
them attached to mother’s back as she 
makes her way on her nightly foraging 
rounds. When she stops to eat, every-
body gets off and joins the feast. When 
she finishes and gets up to go, every-
body climbs back on. Or not. 

Sometimes these little ones that 
miss the bus get into trouble with 
neighborhood dogs or cats, but if they 

Where’s Everybody Going???
Animal Education and Dispersal Strategies 

are bigger than six inches from nose 
to rump, most of them just put their 
heads to the ground and follow their 
instincts and nose to their next meal. 

Snake Strategies
Some snakes lay leathery oblong 

eggs in nests under leaves or sand 
where they will remain warm. Other 
species give birth to live young. In any 
case, the youngsters are on their own 
when mother snake has done her part. 
Little snakes look like miniature adults 
of their species. As a favorite food of 
hawks, owls and other young carni-
vores, they suffer a high mortality rate. 
Little snakes eat little bugs and worms 
until they can graduate to larger prey.

Spider Nursery
Attentive motherhood isn’t limited 

to birds and mammals. Charlotte’s Web 
was a story drawn from real life. Some 
species of spiders build a nursery web 
that protects their spiderlings when 
they hatch, and mother even stays to 
protect them until they are old enough 
to meet the world.
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Flight School
Birds that nest in trees often fledge 

before they can actually fly. Young birds 
will perch on the edge of the nest until 
a passing breeze gives them the lift (and 
courage) to spread their new wings and 
soar to wherever the breeze takes them 
– usually the ground at first. The young 
birds recognize their parents’ voices, 
and will call to them from the ground 
or low bush; likewise, the adults 
recognize their babies’ voices and call 
encouragement to take off again. Early 
summer can get pretty loud.

Babies that don’t 
figure it out right 
away are at increased 
risk from predators. If 
they are lucky enough 
to avoid cats and 
dogs and hawks and 
owls while they are 
grounded, the parent 
birds will continue to 
feed them until they 
learn to take off.

gration to the south, and have decided 
to stay and take up golf. They aren’t 
unique. If habitat and food sources are 
good year-round, some birds of a spe-
cies may remain as a local population 
while others will continue to be sea-
sonal migrants. Whether or not some 
stay depends on the local population.

Fishing Lessons
You don’t have to look far to see  

young animals being home-schooled. 
This Clapper Rail family was observed 
right outside WildCare in Mahon 
Creek. Both parents and three chicks 
were fishing for invertebrates as the 
tidal creek ebbed.

Just as we hope our children will 
get assistance on their journey to 
adulthood, so we can give assistance to 
wild youngsters. As they travel to find 
new territories, watch for them on the 
roads, and find tolerance for tempo-
rary visitors in and on your property.  
Let’s all work together to give a good 
start to all of nature’s babies.

Raccoon University
Raccoons spend nearly a full year 

with their mothers learning the things 
they’ll need to compete successfully 
in the raccoon business. Like hu-
man children, they need to play and 
explore to develop the coordination 
and skills that will get them in and out 
of trouble. 

They are born helpless, com-
pletely dependent on their mothers, 
and remain in a secure nest when she 
goes out to forage. At about eight to 
ten weeks of age, they abandon the 
nest and begin to travel with her. They 
will need to learn her territory, where 
to find food, how to climb, swim and 
avoid confrontations with neighbor-
hood dogs and older raccoons. 

Canadian-American Geese
Somebody call Homeland Security! 

Just like our own young adults, some 
Canada Geese have made their first mi-
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Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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tales from the wilds of marin...

I’m sure the problem is raccoons,”  
the caller insisted. “We hear scratch-
ing every night, and there are raccoon 
tracks all over the deck every morn-
ing.” Wildlife Solutions Specialist 
Jasmine Lemons didn’t doubt that rac-
coons could be living under the house-
boat in Sausalito. They love water and 
shellfish, are agile climbers, and can 
find lodging in unlikely places.

But when she went out to inspect 
the site at low tide, it just didn’t add 
up. The wet rotting wood wasn’t an 
attractive nest site. A raccoon mother-
to-be would be looking for a warm dry 
place to keep her babies for the few 
weeks before they were old enough to 
travel, not a cold wet one. There was 
plenty of food at low tide, so raccoons 
wouldn’t need to tear up the wet wood 
to get at grubs and insects. The people 
complained of smelling urine, but rac-
coons use latrine sites away from their 
dens. So what were all the footprints 
about? What were the raccoons look-
ing for? Just trying to see the final 
episode of “The Sopranos” through the 
window? 

Wildlife Solutions
WildCare’s Wildlife Solutions 

service uses knowledge of natural 
history and animal behavior to solve 
mysteries like these every day. This one 
wasn’t too tough. Although raccoons 
have an omnivorous diet, they are still 
carnivores. What Jasmine found in her 
inspection was evidence of another 
adaptable omnivore: Brown Rats. Also 

known as sewer rats or Norway rats, 
this species was introduced to North 
America by Europeans and, unlike na-
tive rodents, is most comfortable living 
among people.

In this case, the raccoons were tak-
ing the rap for helping this homeowner 
with her rat problem in a way most 
beneficial to the raccoons: as dinner!

Identifying Raccoon Problems
  Nearly all “raccoon problems” are 

pretty easy to solve. Raccoons are very 
focused and thorough. Because they 
are omnivores, no category of food is 
beyond investigation. Youngsters leave 
the nest at about 8 weeks of age to 
begin to forage with their mother. They 
start off on grubs and insects and have 
been known to completely roll back a 

newly-installed lawn in their search. 
Cat and dog food left outside at night? 
–  carbo loading! Rodents and eggs? 
–  the Atkins Diet! Clams, crayfish and 
koi ponds? – sushi! Sweet ripe fruit? 
– dessert! 

Raccoons in the Houseboat

Problem solved. Jasmine sealed the rats’ 
entrance. Once evicted, the wildlife drama of 
rats and raccoons can continue without a human 
audience. Photos by Melanie Piazza

Photos by JoLynn Taylor

Need Wildlife Solutions? Call WildCare at 
415-456-SAVE and ask for Jasmine.
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Read the title of this little article 
slowly, several times. Try it with the 
emphasis on each different word. We 
can all live well with wildlife. What 
does that mean? It means that if our 
habitat is healthy for wildlife, it is 
healthy for humans. It means that if 
we can learn to live in harmony with 
wildlife, our lives will be better, and 
their lives will be better too.

 We’ve all heard the now well-
known line “leave only footprints.” 
But our ecological footprint is still too 
large for us to sustain our habitat, too 
large to leave room for the footprints 
of other species to coexist, to thrive.

More than 90% of the animals 
WildCare’s wildlife rehabilitation 
hospital treats each year are the victims 
of some unfortunate interaction with 
humans or their pets. Making this 

the environmental approach...

habitat safer for them will make it 
safer for us too. Toxins permeate all 
boundaries; fumes fill the air; pollution 
flows to the sea.

WildCare’s mission is to advocate 
for wildlife for a sustainable world. 
Sustainability is just the beginning, the 
line we cannot afford to cross. Help us 
all – wildlife and humans alike – reach 
sustainability. Then we can work 
toward improvement. Help now; it’s 
the last chance for all of us.

respect   refuse   reduce   repair
reuse   rot   recycle   renew

We Can All Live Well With Wildlife

“Jeanine, will you take a look at 
this slide and tell me what this is?”

WildCare medical staff takes 
pride in the fact that we are a wild-
life “teaching hospital.” Volunteers 
who have worked regular shifts in 
the hospital often elect to special-
ize in something that helps support 
animal care in new ways. Some 
specialize in a specifi c species, some 
in medical or behavioral areas, some 
even in managing new volunteers. 
Jeanine Richardson is one such 
specialist.

Every Thursday morning, 
Jeanine sets up shop in WildCare’s 
med room and begins work on 
samples that require analysis under 
the microscope. Jeanine has made 
herself an expert in microbiology 
and someone we’ve come to rely on. 
If you want to know if you are look-
ing at a tapeworm egg, or a coccidia 
oocyst, Jeanine is your go-to gal. 
In addition, every Thursday when 
she leaves her shift at 1pm, the med 
room has been cleaned and organi-
zation reestablished.

But Jeanine didn’t start out as an 
expert. She started volunteering at 
WildCare in 1990, when it was still 
the California Center for Wildlife. 
Like all new volunteers, she worked 
a regular shift in the hospital, clean-
ing cages, preparing food, doing 
dishes and laundry. She fostered 
opossums and squirrels, trained 
new volunteers and studied micro-
biology books. 

She is still training volunteers. 
But now they’re learning how to 
identify microbes.

Thank you, Jeanine.

volunteer
extraordinaire...
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Will there be wildlife
in our future?

� To make sure, include WildCare in your will or 
estate plan. Call 415-453-1000, ext. 13
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news and notes, continued...

Don’t Feed the Pigeons!
The towns of Mill Valley and 

Sausalito have passed landmark leg-
islation to ban the feeding of pigeons 
– an idea WildCare and animal lovers 
support wholeheartedly. 

Feeding any wildlife produces 
unnaturally high population levels, 
spreads disease, and encourages 
dependence upon humans, overriding 
their natural wild instincts, and creat-
ing nuisance animals.

Congratulations to the savvy folks 
of Mill Valley and Sausalito!

Final Call for Entries
The deadline for WildCare’s photo 

contest is almost here. Entries must be 
received by September 15 to win the 
grand prize of $500 and your photo-
graph on the cover of our Winter 2008 
newsletter. Give us your best shot and 
share your vision of nature and wildlife 
with WildCare!

from page 3 

generation 
next

Keaton Turnipseed was a visitor 
who took an idea he got at WildCare 
and ran with it. He gathered informa-
tion about fi shing line recycling from 
WildCare’s Fishing Line Initiative 
Program and used it to make a pre-
sentation to introduce the idea to his 
classmates.

Evan Brooks has been a Student 
Volunteer in the wildlife hospital since 
2004. On his shift, tasks just seem to 
get done magically and well. Perfect at-
tendance, readiness to help, quick wit 

and strong leadership 
skills make him a favor-
ite with volunteers, and 
invaluable to staff and 
supervisors. This year, 
Evan was chosen to be 
a member of WildCare’s 
new Student Volunteer 
Council, a group of 
young people who help 
develop the Student Vol-
unteer Program.

Simone Ashmoore, Jack 
Friedman and Simon Crabill are 
three Ross Valley fourth graders who 
passed the Junior Botanist Test at the 
8th grade level! These kids 
learned 20 trees (including 
which acorns belong to fi ve 
species of oaks), 45 wildfl ow-
ers, 14 ferns, and 22 grasses. 
They learned the parts of a 
fl ower, identifi ed the family of 
30 fl owers, two mystery trees 
and two mystery fl owers. This 
is only the second year in the 
12-year history of the pro-
gram that 4th grade students 
have reached this level!

Interview with the Future
William and Carollee Webber, Louise A. Boyd Circle Members

It may not surprise you to learn 
that WildCare’s future is embedded 
in its past. For more than 55 years 
the caring grassroots 
organizations that 
have become WildCare 
have attracted support 
and assistance from a 
large group of compas-
sionate individuals 
who want to make 
sure that the wild 
continues well beyond 
their own lifetimes. 
The most farsighted of 
these have included 
WildCare in their wills 
or estate plans, the 
surest way to provide 
for the future of our 
mission – to advocate for wildlife for a 
sustainable world through programs in 
wildlife rehabilitation and nature edu-

cation. They are the members 
of our Louise A. Boyd Circle, 
named for the local adventur-
er who believed so fervently 
in the future.

Recently WildCare staff 
had a chance to sit down for 
a chat with long-time friends 
and members of the Circle, 
William and Carollee Web-
ber. They fi rst got to know 
WildCare 38 years ago when 

they brought their son here to partici-
pate in one of our nature education 
programs. Through the years they 

have seen the growth, 
change, improvement, 
development, expan-
sion and phenomenal 
forward progress of 
this exceptional orga-
nization. 

It was wonderful to 
have a chance to inter-
view the Webbers; they 
are charming. They are 
good and thoughtful 
people who have given 
careful consideration 
to the allocation of a 
“good percentage” of 
their Trust to Wild-

Care, which, as they say, “is one way 
to leave a legacy that can continue to 
grow even after we are gone.” They 
recognize how much we all need the 
wild with us – always – and how their 
legacy will help WildCare work to that 
end. It is the Webbers and their fellow 
farsighted Circle members whose vi-
sion will make tomorrow brighter and 
more sustainable for us, the residents 
of this planet. Thank you, Bill and Lee; 
you are our future. 

To include WildCare in your will or estate plan, 
please call Jan Armstrong at 415-453-1000, ext. 
13 or email janarmstrong@wildcarebayarea.org.
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Photo by Alison Hermance

Photo courtesy of Kimberly and Samuel Turnipseed

Photo by Wendy Dreskin

Photo by JoLynn Taylor
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 “Teach children to love nature; 
people take care of what they love.”

–Elizabeth Terwilliger

It’s an old English nursery rhyme, 
but it’s just the thing Mrs. T would 
have said if she had taken a group of 
school children to Mount Diablo to 
try to catch a glimpse of the annual 
autumn tarantula migration.

Mount Diablo’s tarantulas (Apho-
nopelma sp.) have long inspired fear 
and fascination. But in reality, they are 
relatively gentle animals—a terror to 
small insects and not much else. Our 
local tarantulas have very small venom 
glands, and their bite is no more pain-
ful than that of a bee sting.

Although most commonly seen 
wandering the roads and trails in late 
summer and early fall, tarantulas are on 
the mountain all year. They are seldom 
seen at other times because they live in 
underground burrows and are noctur-
nal in their habits. Typically, a hunt-
ing tarantula waits patiently near the 
opening of its burrow until an insect 
approaches. The spider rushes out, 
bites and drags its victim back into the 
burrow. This secretive existence ends 
in late summer, when male tarantulas 

that have reached about seven years of 
age shed their exoskeletons for the last 
time. They have finished growing. The 
mature spiders leave their burrows 
and begin to search for females.

These amorous males form the 
annual “tarantula migration,” seen each 
year in September and October. Male 
and female tarantulas are difficult to 
tell apart until the last molt, when the 

male spider develops little stirrups on 
his front legs which he uses to hook 
and secure the female’s fangs during 
mating. When the male finally locates 
a female tarantula and entices her out 
of her burrow, her thoughts are not on 

love but on dinner.
After mating, the 

male scurries away, 
and the female usually allows him to 
leave. A female will eat the male only 
if she is famished and needs a meal to 
be able to lay eggs. Otherwise, she will 
allow him to retreat in safety. Though 
free to live another day, the roving male 
spider never returns to his burrow. 
Instead, he wanders around searching 
for other females until he finally dies in 
the onset of cold weather.

The female tarantula, by contrast, 
may live 20 years or more. After mat-
ing, she retreats to her burrow and lays 
about 100 eggs on top of a sheet of silk 
spun from her spinnerets. She shapes 
the silk into a basket and guards the 
eggs inside until they hatch. Soon after 
hatching, the tiny spiderlings crawl 
out and disperse. Of the hundred or so 
eggs laid, perhaps one or two spiders 
will survive to adulthood. 

From Wildlife of Mount Diablo State Park, 
“Tarantula Times” by Ken Lavin.

mrs t’s corner...

 “...if you wish to live and thrive, let a 
spider run alive!”

Tarantula Migration

New Living with Wildlife 
Classes

  Beginning September 9 WildCare, 
in partnership with the Tamalpais 
Union High School District Adult & 
Community Education Program, will 
offer a six-week series of classes in Liv-
ing with Wildlife.

The Living with Wildlife classes 
will be held at the WildCare Terwil-
liger Center and taught by WildCare 
specialists. Six consecutive classes will 
include natural history of the birds, 
mammals and reptiles most common 
in Marin County, exclusion techniques 
and inside information from the wild-
life hospital staff. Live Wildlife Ambas-
sadors will be on hand each evening 
to provide a close and personal experi-
ence. To enroll, call Tamalpais Union 
High School District Adult & Com-
munity Education at 415-945-3730, or 
visit www.marinlearn.com.

View the Raptor Migration
Anne Ardillo, WildCare volunteer 

and raptor specialist with the Golden 
Gate Raptor Observatory, will offer a 
class on raptor identifi cation on Octo-
ber 6. The class will begin at WildCare 
at 10:30am and will fi nish with a trip 
to Hawk Hill in the Marin Headlands 
to view the autumn raptor migration. 
The public is welcome. Fees are $15 
for WildCare members and volunteers, 
$20 for non-members. Registration is 
required.
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Do we have your name right?
Please help us save resources and 

keep our mailing list accurate and 
free of duplicates! Let us know if your 
name is incorrect on this newsletter, 
or if you are receiving duplicate mail-
ings. Call JoLynn Taylor at 415-453-
1000, ext. 20 or email jolynntaylor@
wildcarebayarea.org.
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 Museum and Courtyard 
Programs

Wildlife Ambassadors* 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard FREE

 Pool Bird feeding: daily 12:30 & 4:30pm 

Living with Wildlife Classes
Tamalpais Union High School District 
Adult & Community Education Series at 
WildCare, 6:30-8:30pm $95

 September 19: Living with Wildlife
 September 26: Mammals
 October 3: Birds
 October 10: Reptiles
 October 17: Wildlife Solutions
 October 24: Wildlife Rehabilitation

415-945-3730 www.marinlearn.com
 

Raptor ID/Hawk Migration 
Class and Field Trip with WildCare  
 October 6, 10:30am-3pm  $20
  Members $15

 Joys of Hiking
415-454-3250 or 415-883-4182 
Thursdays, 9:30am-2pm $45/series

Series I: September 20, 27; October 4, 11
Series II: October 25, November 1, 8, 15

Series III: November 29, December 6, 13, 20

Terwilliger Nature Guide 
Programs

Fall Nature Guide Training  $50.00
 September 15-November 17

Events

Hungry Owl Project 
 An Evening with Owls

Marin Art and Garden Center
November 15, 6:30pm

www.wildcarebayarea.org/eveningwithowls

Volunteer Appreciation Party
Marin Bocce Federation Courts 

Sunday, October 7, 1-5pm

Creatures of Myth & Legend
WildCare Member Event

Sunday, October 28, 2-4pm

Wildlife Conference

California Council for Wildlife 
Rehabilitators Symposium

Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite, CA
November 16-18, 2007

415-541-5090  www.ccwr.org
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Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Programs

New Volunteer Orientations
Orientation for Adult Volunteers, 1-5pm
 One-hour orientation followed by 
100–Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation  $35
 August  11 September 8
 October 13 November 10
Orientation for Student Volunteers FREE

Pre-registration is mandatory.
August 8, 7-8pm

Classes for Volunteers
206–Fluid Therapy $10 

October 13, 2-4pm
207–Necropsy $10
 September 1, 10-12am
210–Veterinary Drugs & Dosages $10
 September 24, 6:30-8:30pm
303–Raptor ID and
 Hawk Migration Field Trip
 October 6, 10:30am-3pm $15
313–Reptile and Amphibian Care $10
 September 14, 6:30pm

 *Pre-registration is required for all programs and events 
except those noted with an asterisk. Call 415-453-1000

 August  –  November  2007
Schedu le  o f  Events


