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Dear Friends of WildCare,

It’s hard to believe summer is already well behind us 
and fall is underway. It’s a busy time at WildCare – our 
Terwilliger Nature Guides are back on the trails leading 
schoolchildren on Mrs. T-inspired adventures, while, as 
usual, the patient load in the hospital decreases as we head 
into Northern California’s cooler months.

Our first-ever class offered through the Tamalpais 
Union High School District – Wild Wild Wildlife – has 
begun, teaching participants about the multitude of fauna 

living in our midst, and ways to help them stay wild. Over one hundred wonderful 
photographs of wildlife were submitted to WildCare’s first annual Living with 
Wildlife photo contest! Choosing the winners was no easy task for the judges; I’m 
sure you’ll enjoy seeing these engaging pictures in this issue. You can also view 
them on our new website – www.wildcarebayarea.org/photocontest.

Also of importance is the article about the National Park Service plan to lethally 
eradicate the Fallow and Axis Deer in Point Reyes National Seashore. WildCare, 
in partnership with In Defense of Animals, the Marin Humane Society and many 
dedicated individuals, has been actively working to stop the killing, 
and to support and promote non-lethal alternatives. Congresswoman 
Lynn Woolsey and State Senator Carole Migden have both endorsed 
this work. Despite these efforts, the Park is proceeding with its plan 
to kill the deer. I welcome your thoughts about this most difficult and 
controversial issue. 

I’m sad to announce the departure of Susanne Cooper, our 
Terwilliger Van Naturalist, who has brought nature to life in hundreds 
of classrooms throughout the Bay Area. We will miss her dedication 
and engaging teaching style. At the same time I’m pleased to announce 
that Anya Pamplona has joined WildCare as our new Van Naturalist. 
Anya brings three years of classroom teaching and curriculum 
development experience along with years of volunteer service for 
animal rescue organizations to her position. We think it’s the perfect 
combination for WildCare!

Last but not least, I hope you will take a few moments to read the 
article about Muir Woods. This is the perfect time to experience this magical place, 
visited by hundreds of WildCare Field Trip participants every year. 

All of us at WildCare wish you all the best throughout the holidays. Thank you 
for making so much possible for WildCare. We most certainly would not be here 
without your help.

Sincerely,

Karen Wilson
Executive Director

Make Your New Year’s Resolution Now: 
Volunteer at WildCare!

WildCare has a wide range of 
volunteer opportunities for people ages 
18 to 60+ who can spare two to four 
hours a week to help WildCare educate 
and heal. Each year we need more than 

300 volunteers, and we will provide 
complete training. 

Email volunteer@wildcarebayarea.
org or call 415-453-1000, ext. 21 to 
learn more.

New Terwilliger Nature 
Van Naturalist, Anya 
Pamplona. Photo by 
JoLynn Taylor
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news and notes...

Fisher’s First Day
Named Fisher for his dining habits, 

our new Double-crested Cormorant 
was recently introduced to his new 
companions in our waterbird pool. 

Fisher arrived at WildCare in 
June of this year as a patient. He had 
suffered a wing injury after he and 
his sibling fell from their nest. The 

injury healed improperly, leaving him 
non-fl ighted and unreleasable. Fisher 
required a great deal of attention when 
he arrived since he was a “fl uffy” 
youngster who still needed to be hand 
fed. A black leather glove acted as his 
surrogate mom’s beak, stuffi ng his 
throat pouch with fi sh four times a 
day. Fisher is an active, curious bird 
who has brought new life to WildCare’s 
courtyard pool. Stop in to visit him! 

Wine and Dine with Owls
Join WildCare’s Hungry Owl 

Project on Thursday, November 15, at 
the Marin Art & Garden Center for an 
Evening with Owls. Hosted by popular 
College of Marin Professor of Biology, 
Joe Mueller, this year’s event focuses 
on Northern Spotted Owls. 

Hans Peeters, author and illustra-
tor of the California Natural History 
Guide, Field Guide to Owls of California 
and the West, will be on hand to sign 
copies (available for sale) of this brand 
new book. Other highlights include 
a talk by Renée Cormier of PRBO 
Conservation Science on their North-
ern Spotted Owl project, and a guest 
appearance by Sequoia, WildCare’s 
Northern Spotted Owl Ambassador. 

For more information, visit www.
wildcarebayarea.org/eveningwithowls.

Wildlife on your Desktop
Register on our new website to down-

load a free computer screen background. 
Choose an image to remind yourself that 
there is a wild and wonderful life beyond 
your computer screen!

Dr. Debra Scheenstra is a stellar 
example of the type of veterinarian 
who has helped WildCare become 
the “teaching hospital” it is. “Dr. 
Deb” has supported WildCare in 
one way or another since 1996, 
donating both time and money to a 
cause she clearly holds very close to 
her heart. 

Dr. Scheenstra has always made 
herself available to help with wild-
life cases that require veterinary 
expertise. During the course of her 
involvement with WildCare, she has 
worked with several small animal 
veterinary practices in Marin and 
Sonoma, but now her own business 
as a home-care veterinarian allows 
her even more fl exibility. “Call Dr. 
Deb” is heard frequently in Wild-
Care’s hospital when a perplexing 
case warrants a medical opinion.

Dr. Scheenstra is a graduate 
of the UC Davis School of Veteri-
nary Medicine, has been an active 
member of the Association of Avian 
Veterinarians since 1989, and is a 
member of the Board of Advisors of 
CASA (Casa Avian Support Alliance) 
in Belize. She is also a dedicated 
supporter of WildCare’s programs 
through her sponsorships of Wild-
Care’s annual Gala and Dining for 
Wildlife events.

Whether the patient is a beloved 
companion animal or a highly-
stressed wild patient, Dr. Debra 
Scheenstra’s “house call” is gentle, 
humane and welcome. 

local heroes...
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We asked you to 
shoot wildlife...

More than 100 stunning photographs were 
entered in WildCare’s first annual Living with 
Wildlife Photography Contest. The panel of five 
judges had a hard time choosing a grand prize 

First Prize, Animals in their Natural Settings
“Sibling Rivalry Between Snowy Egret Chicks”

Palo Alto Baylands Rookery
Greg Wilson

Grand Prize 
(cover image)
“Adult Snowy 

Egret and Chick”
Palo Alto 

Baylands Rookery
Greg Wilson

First Prize, General Nature
“Swirled Creekbed with Leaves”
Samuel P. Taylor State Park
Laura Milholland

Honorable Mention

Animals in their Natural 
Settings
Greg Wilson, “Female Acorn 

Woodpecker with Insect”

Laura Milholland, “Northern 
Flicker with Pyracantha”

Don Moseman, “Osprey with 
Chick”

General Nature
Laura Milholland, “Swallowtail 

on Scotch Broom”

Christine Hansen, “Leaf, Rock, 
River”

Debbie Ames, “Beyond Sutro 
Baths”

living with wildlife...
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winner and just one first prize winner in the four 
categories: Animals in Their Natural Settings, 
General Nature, Living with Wildlife and Fallow 
and Axis Deer. In the end, we depended on a 
numbering system to make the call. Panel judges 
included three professional photographers – 
Robert Bloomberg, Erin Lubin and Tim Porter – 
as well as two WildCare staff members. 

What did the judges look for? The entries 
were judged on suitability of subject matter in 
the entry category, lighting, composition and 
technical quality. To see more of the winners, 
please visit our website, www.wildcarebayarea.
org/photocontest.

Plan now to enter our 2008 competition. 
Visit our website www.wildcarebayarea.org/
photocontest for more details.

 You now have a whole year of four seasons to 
get that shot. Wildlife awaits!!

Honorable Mention

Fallow and Axis Deer
Carla Radtke, “Axis Deer”

Trish Carney, “Fallow Buck”

Trish Carney, “Fallow Fawn  
II”

Living with Wildlife
Trish Carney, “Fallow Buck”

Laura Milholland “California 
Gull with Chicks and 
Garbage”

Catherine Tryon, “Wild Turkey 
Stand-off with Horses”

First Prize, Fallow and Axis Deer
“Fallow Deer”
Point Reyes
Trish Carney

First Prize, Living with Wildlife
“King Pigeon”

Novato
Joyce Rietveld
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You’ve seen the freeway signs on Highway 101 north of 
the Golden Gate Bridge: “PARKING AT MUIR WOODS FULL” We may not 
have the stamina to brave the crowds, but that doesn’t mean 
our children have to miss one of the most spectacular places 
left on earth. Muir Woods is one of five destinations WildCare’s 
Terwillliger Nature Guides take Field Trips with schoolchildren 
during the school year – when the crowds are often elsewhere, 
and the children are encouraged to use all of their senses to 
learn about the woods. 

The Last Child in 
the Woods (Not!)

photos by Anita Bock

What they see
California Coast Redwood trees 

dominate Muir Woods’ forest. Douglas 
Fir, Big-leaf Maple, Tanbark Oak, 
and Bay Laurel grow alongside the 

redwoods. At the lower end of the 
canyon, Red Alders line the stream and 
California Buckeyes cluster nearby. 
Bay Laurels growing toward the light 
may assume contorted shapes or even 
topple over. In spring, wildflowers 
dot Redwood Canyon; in summer fog, 
azaleas, aralias and buckeyes thrive. 
After the winter rains, the appearance 
of various mushrooms adds color to 
the forest floor.

Animal life in an old-growth 
redwood forest is limited because 
shaded conditions provide scarce food. 
Many animals that do live here feed at 
night, as owls and bats do, or in early 
morning and around dusk, as deer do.

Yet life abounds. During winter, 
Steelhead (migratory Rainbow Trout) 
and Coho Salmon migrate up Redwood 
Creek to spawn. In spring, birds’ nests 
and swarms of ladybugs, Black-tailed 
Deer with spotted fawns, Steller’s Jays, 
and the Sonoma Chipmunk abound. In 
spring and fall, warblers, kinglets, and 
thrushes migrate through the woods. 
Western Garter Snakes, Rubber Boas, 
the Pacific Giant Salamander, and 
newts all make Muir Woods home. 

What they hear
There exists a relative silence in 

these woods. The whisper of wind in 
the trees and the sounds of a babbling 

the environmental approach...
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suggested naming the area after 
Kent, but Kent wanted it named for 
conservationist John Muir.

Northern Spotted Owls
The Northern Spotted Owl 

population has declined as old-growth 
forests in the Pacific Northwest have 
disappeared over the past several 
decades. This decline resulted in the 
1990 designation of the Northern 
Spotted Owl as a threatened species 
under the federal Endangered Species 
Act.

Muir Woods provides the quiet 
environment the Northern Spotted Owl 
needs to survive, and, in turn, the owl 
is one of the primary indicators of the 
health of the woods. If the owl thrives, 
along with its main food source, the 
Dusky-footed Woodrat, then the forest 
thrives, too.

to experience– the musty odor of 
mushroom and leaf duff, the pungent 
fragrance of bay leaves, the tang of 
redwood and fir and the fresh smell of 
fog and a running stream.

Why it Matters
Until the 1800s, many Northern 

California coastal valleys were covered 
with Coast Redwood trees similar 
to those now found in Muir Woods 
National Monument.The forest along 
Redwood Creek in today’s Muir 
Woods was spared from logging 
because it was hard to reach. Noting 
that Redwood Creek contained one 
of the San Francisco Bay Area’s last 
uncut stands of old-growth redwoods, 
Congressman William Kent and his 
wife, Elizabeth Thacher Kent, bought 
295 acres here for $45,000 in 1905. 
To protect the redwoods the Kents 
donated the land to the United States 
Federal Government and, in 1908, 
President Theodore Roosevelt declared 
it a national monument. Roosevelt 

Scholarships for Terwilliger Field Trips are 
available to schools in the Bay Area. For 
more information, or to make a reservation, 
call Julie Malet at 415-453-1000, ext. 12.

creek may frame the scolding of 
Steller’s Jays, the raucous call of ravens, 
or the song of the Winter Wren.

What they touch and feel
Below the cool redwood canopy 

a number of plant layers develop, 
providing a variety of niches for 
wildlife. Because summers are foggy, 
fall is the warmest season in Muir 
Woods. Nature Guides point out the 
beautiful things children don’t yet 
know to look for: the vibrant red of 
Toyon berries, the yellow leaves of 
Big-leaf Maple and the soft leaves of 
the hazelnut bush. All can be gently 
touched, and the children learn respect 
for nature as they overcome their fears 
of the unknown. The lowly banana 
slug, once properly introduced, is one 
of this site’s most popular attractions.

What they smell
The diversity of plant life 

contributes to the rich palette of smells 
that Nature Guides encourage children 
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party animals sneaked into the 

A bunch of the neighborhood 

paint store last night. Can you tell 
who was at the party?

To find out, 
visit our
website: 

www.wildcarebayarea.org

just for fun...
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Coast Terrestrial Garter 
Snake (#1144) was found on August 
3 in Fairfax by Tami Madison, who 
brought it to WildCare. Tami said the 
road had been resurfaced three or 
four days earlier. The little snake was 
covered in sticky tar – including it’s 
eye scales – and was unable to see. 
The tip of its tail appeared desiccated.

Staff cleaned the snake with a 
non-toxic solvent and then bathed it 
in mild soap and warm water and put 
it in an aquarium to recover and regain 
its strength. 

On August 5 while replenishing 
the food in the aquarium, shift super-
visor Anne Barker discovered two dead 
baby snakes – and one live one! By the 
end of the day, fi ve babies had been 
delivered. The tiny patients were each 
assigned their own patient record.

On August 9, mother and babies 
were all doing well, and were released 
back to Fairfax.

Coyote (#1283) was hit by a car 
on Panoramic Drive in Mill Valley on 
September 1. He was dragged for 20-30 
feet before the driver was able to stop. 
When he did, he saw that the coyote 
was pinned under the vehicle, his 
legs entangled in the undercarriage of 
the auto. The Marin Humane Society 
responded to the call at 3am, and Field 
Offi cer Rose was able to sedate and 
extricate the canine. 

Offi cer Rose called to waken Wild-
Care’s Animal Care Director, Melanie 

Piazza, who drove immediately to 
WildCare to meet him and examine 
the injured animal. 

Her examination showed the 
coyote had numerous lacerations and 

abrasions. The most serious one was 
on his back, where his skin had been 
scraped down to the bone. Radiographs 
showed an old healed fracture of his 
right rear leg, but only minor splinter-
ing of the top of the pelvic bone in the 
area of the abrasions.

Patient #1283 was put on a course 
of antibiotics and anti-infl ammatory 
pain relievers. Over the course of 
the next few days, his wounds were 
cleaned and sutured, and he began 
responding to supportive care and 
food. Because WildCare did not have a 
large enclosure available to observe his 
ability to run, he was taken to Sonoma 
County Wildlife Rescue, where 
Executive Director Doris Duncan was 
able to watch him launch himself from 
the carrier kennel. He showed no sign 
of a limp and was reported to be very 
agile. He was released back to Mount 
Tamalpais on September 12.

patient
gallery

Photo by Melanie Piazza

To help protect the future of 
wildlife in this area, we invite you to 
consider a special commitment to Wild-
Care’s Louise A. Boyd Circle. Members 
of this distinguished group of dedicated 
donors have chosen to put WildCare 
in their wills, estate plans or IRAs. You 
can also contribute cash, appreciated 
stock or other forms of planned or 
continuous giving instruments.

The simplest form of planned 
giving is a bequest in your will, using 
the following basic language: I give 
and bequeath to WildCare, federal tax 
identification number #51-0172331 
(76 Albert Park Lane, San Rafael, CA, 
94901), the sum of $X (or a specific 
piece of property) to be used as the 
Board of Directors directs. 

Where There’s a Will There’s a Way
By making a meaningful gift of 

this type, you may decrease your 
taxes, bypass capital gains tax, reduce 
or eliminate estate tax, and you will 
provide essential support for WildCare. 
Circle members are a thoughtful group 
of people with passion and foresight 
who help us protect the future of the 
wild and the wild of the future. To 
become a member of the Circle, or for 
more information, please contact Jan 
Armstrong in WildCare’s Development 
Office at 415.453.1000, ext.13, or 
janarmstrong@wildcarebayarea.org.

Your donation, designated today 
for tomorrow, will give you the 
satisfaction that our children, our 
habitat, and the wildlife in it, will 
benefit from your generosity far into 
the future. We hope you will consider 
making this gift to WildCare.

Photo by Christina Brandon

Photo by Kelle Kacmarcik
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Sharing the Knowledge
WildCare’s Intern Programs

by Ben Colteaux, WildCare Intern, Summer 2007, photos by Trish Carney

I was drawn to the hospital internship program at WildCare 
because it offers people seeking a future in animal care the 
opportunity to get hands-on training in a friendly energetic 
atmosphere. Interns here work alongside medical staff, and assist 
in a wide range of procedures, including microbiology, radiography, 
species-specific requirements and diagnostic techniques. WildCare 
interns gain a broad understanding of wildlife medicine that can only 
come from working in a hands-on teaching hospital.

A Wildlife Teaching Hospital
Interns must apply and be 

accepted to work under the supervision 
of medical staff for a seasonal term of 
twenty hours a week. They come from 
within WildCare’s existing volunteer 
pool, from other wildlife rehabilitation 
agencies, and from veterinary students 
who wish to gain experience with 
wildlife. Interns have the opportunity 
to work with a diverse spectrum of 
animals from the tiniest mouse or bird 
to the impressive raptors, coyotes and 
rattlesnakes. But it isn’t all glamour. 
There is a lot of cage cleaning and 
feeding, laundry and dishes, too. 
Interns have to complete whatever 
regular volunteers can walk away from 
at the end of their shifts.

 Applied Science
Each intern is also required to 

complete a project that contributes 
to some aspect of animal care at 
WildCare. Intern projects have 
included creating a diet procedures 
manual to allow volunteers to provide 
consistent patient diets, a study of cat-
caught birds, a campaign against glue 
traps used in trapping rodents and my 
own study of seizures in Canada Geese.

Where Are They Now? 
Many interns have used the skills 

they learned at WildCare to launch 
successful careers. The staff wildlife 
technicians at WildCare all began 
as interns. Former intern Monie Yee 
became a veterinarian and now works 
in Sonoma County. Some have become 
veterinary technicians. Several former 
interns, including Eric Slessinger, Echo 
Love and Sandra Christensen are in 
veterinary school now. Daniela Osorio 
applied for an internship at WildCare 
after she graduated from veterinary 
school in Brazil, and is now using her 
experience to help wildlife in South 
America.

WildCare’s Education Program 
Specialist Mary Pounder completed 
an internship and was initially hired 
to manage the hospital. She is now 
working in our Education Department, 

Interns Brian Fiala and Maris Brenn-White examine a wound on a Western Gull that has 
just been admitted to the wildlife hospital.

behind the scenes...
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managing the Student Volunteers, 
the Student Intern program and the 
Wildlife Ambassador program. Intern 
Jasmine Lemons has been hired to staff 
our Wildlife Solutions service.

My own plan is to combine the 
vast amount of information I have 
learned from WildCare’s amazing 
medical staff and this unforgettable 
internship with a degree in Biology 
from Dominican University of 
California. I’m specializing in animal 
physiology, and hope to pursue a 
career as a zookeeper at either the San 
Francisco or Oakland Zoo.

Student Interns
All interns are students of a sort, 

but WildCare’s Student Internships 
offer advanced learning to younger 
volunteers who have completed 
their student volunteer commitment 
and show interest, aptitude and a 
willingness to work hard.

 The rodent glue trap project is 
being undertaken by student intern 
Piera Von Glahn and adult intern Maris 
Brenn-White. Their choice of this 
project was a result of the suffering 

they witnessed in small patients 
admitted with glue trap injuries. The 
goal of their project is to encourage 
hardware stores, both regional and 
national, to remove dangerous 
glue traps from their inventories in 
favor of more humane rodent traps. 
Through the use of internet and direct 
mailing, the interns are raising public 
awareness that the glue traps are not 
only inhumane to rodents, but that 
they indiscriminately injure non-
target species such as songbirds and 
reptiles. The interns are also visiting 
local hardware stores personally, and 
have convinced several retailers to 
discontinue stocking rodent glue traps.

 For more information about the 
work WildCare is doing to remove glue 
traps from retail shelves, visit www.
wildcarebayarea.org/gluetraps.

Below: Intern Ben Colteaux monitors the 
progress of a Canada Goose admitted 
with neurological problems. Right, top to 
bottom: Intern Olga Ross updates patient 
records in the songbird room; Livia McRee 
consults the diet book she created as an 
intern project in 2005; student intern Piera 
Von Glahn demonstrates to a volunteer 
how to feed a baby Rock Dove.
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Regarding the Point Reyes Deer
by Karen Wilson, Executive Director, photos by Trish Carney

There is a controversy raging in Marin. Battle lines are being drawn. On one 
side are people who care about animals and consider them individuals worthy of 
human respect and humane treatment. On the other side are park managers who 
see only the population as a whole. Both sides have valid points. How we resolve 
this issue will reflect upon us as human beings, and will impact more than just 
the fate of the deer.

The informal management plan 
was suspended in 1994. In August, 
2006, the Park Service adopted a new 
plan to manage the deer population.

According to information provided 
on their website (www.nps.gov), the 
National Park Service claims that 
“...[National] Parks are specifically 
mandated to control exotic species 
‘up to and including eradication’ of 
a population if that species does not 
meet an identified park purpose and if 
such control is ‘prudent and feasible.’ 
Only through the removal of exotics 
and other changes resulting from 
human disturbance can the National 
Park Service return its park units to 
the most natural condition possible 
and meet its mandate to preserve 
them in this condition for future 
generations.”

According to the National Park 
Service, Final Non-Native Deer 
Management Plan & Environmental 
Impact Statement completed in August, 
2006, 

“This Final Non-Native Deer 
Management Plan & Environmental 
Impact Statement analyzes... [five] 
alternatives...[to] assist the National 
Park Service in the restoration of 
native ecosystems....

“The NPS ...preferred alternative 
would completely remove both species 
of non-native deer from the Seashore 
by 2021 using a combination of 
long-acting contraceptives and lethal 
removal.... A number of alternatives 
calling for relocation, fencing, hunting, 
and contraception alone are discussed 
as Considered but Rejected.”

The National Park Service has 
hired White Buffalo, Inc., a company 
that specializes in deer management. 
According to their website (www.
whitebuffaloinc.org) they offer a range 
of techniques, including trapping 
and relocation, fertility control, 
sharpshooting, controlled hunting and 
trapping and euthanasia.

In August, 2007, White Buffalo 
began shooting the deer. 

An Alternative Point of View
WildCare strongly opposes the 

killing of the Fallow and Axis Deer 
that have resided in Point Reyes 

How the Deer Got Here
The Fallow and Axis Deer were 

introduced to Point Reyes in 1948 
when the San Francisco Zoo donated 
the deer to Millard Ottinger, a 
landowner who created a hunting club 
on his ranch near Mount Vision.

When the National Seashore was 
created in 1962, hunting stopped, and 
the two deer herds grew. Today the 
Axis and Fallow Deer have become 
established in the parks and other 
open spaces in West Marin.

National Park Service
Management

In 1973 The National Park Service 
enacted an informal deer management 
plan. Under that plan, the Park kept 
the herds in check with a program 
of regular killing to cull the herds, to 
make sure they did not grow to have a 
negative impact on native species.

Fallow Deer are native to Central Asia, North Africa, and the Mediterranean. They have 
palmated antlers like a moose, and they vary in color from white to brown to black. Doe 
on left is tagged to indicate contraception has been administered.

tails from the wild...
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National Seashore for more than half a 
century. If population management is 
required, WildCare advocates a plan to 
humanely and non-lethally manage – 
not exterminate – these deer.

For research purposes only, the 
Park has contracepted 80 does with 
a new vaccine called GonaCon Blue.
According to internationally renowned 
wildlife contraception expert, Dr. 
Jay Fitzpatrick, it should be highly 
effective. It may be delivered remotely 
via a dart gun so capture of the deer is 
unnecessary, but the Food and Drug 
Administration currently requires 
tagging of the animals, which results in 
unnecessary stress for the deer, as well 
as expense for the Park Service. 

WildCare believes the Park 
Service should wait until results 
of this research study are available 
before proceeding with their plan to 
kill the deer. Wildlife contraception 
experts and advocacy groups are 
already lobbying the FDA to remove 
the tagging requirement – considered 
to be unnecessary. By waiting for the 
results of the study and the removal of 
the FDA regulatory red tape, the lives 
of hundreds of these beautiful animals 
will be saved. 

The current methods of lethal 
control used by the Park are inhumane. 
The Park’s plan for killing targets 
female Fallow Deer 5 to 1 over male 
deer. Does hide their young fawns 
while foraging for food. Mothers that 
ventured to baited food stations were 
shot, never to return to their young. 
Many orphaned fawns slowly starved 
to death. 

West Marin newspapers, including 
the Point Reyes Light, Coastal Post and 
The West Marin Citizen, reported that 
multiple Fallow Deer bodies had 
been found with gunshot wounds 
to the abdomen. The White Buffalo 
“sharpshooters” supposedly only kill 
deer with one lethal and humane 
shot to the head or neck that results 
in immediate death. These bodies 
clearly prove that this is not the case; 
a slow, painful, bleeding-to-death 
scenario is more likely. Video footage 
of contractor White Buffalo shooting 
deer in Ohio shows deer wounded by 
bullets and left to suffer and slowly 
die while the “sharpshooters” walked 
right past them to their next prey. This 

also raises alarming questions about the 
“humane” killing of the Point Reyes deer.

Whether or not the deer should be 
removed because of their non-native 
status, it is the Park’s responsibility – 
and that of each and every one of us 
who values wildlife – to insure the 
most humane and non-lethal means 
are used to control the deer. After all, 
we find ourselves in this predicament 
because of human actions over fifty 
years ago. It is our responsibility to 
resolve it in a manner that respects and 
protects the lives of these magnificent 
animals. 

What do you think?
We want to know where our 

members and supporters stand on this 
issue. Please register your opinion on 
our website at www.wildcarebayarea.
org/pointreyesdeer.

Axis Deer are native to India, Nepal, 
and Sri Lanka. Axis Deer have a brown-
and-white spotted coat. There are 
approximately 250 individuals in the 
91,000 acre park. 

Supporters rally in West Marin to “Save the 
Deer”
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Holiday Meals
Support your local farmers’ market. 

Consider vegetarian alternatives, 
and choose locally grown, organic, 
in-season foods that do not have 
to be flown in. For table settings, 
choose reusable, not disposable, 
dishes, napkins and utensils. To 
reduce packaging, purchase items in 

containers that can 
be recycled, and 
buy food in bulk. 

Cards
Purchase cards 

from non-profits.
They are usually 
recycled and the 
proceeds support 
the cause you care 
about. Or recycle 
cards from prior 

years; cut off the covers and pictures to 
make your own cards. 

Decorations
For holiday lighting, switch to 

energy efficient lights, and consider 
lighting only the front entry rather than 
whole house. Use lights only at dark, 
and turn them off before you go to bed.
Choose beeswax or soy candles for 
your menorah, mantle or table.

Christmas trees are always in 
debate: tree farms absorb carbon 
dioxide and make oxygen, but the 
monoculture of tree farms does not 
support a wildlife food chain. The 
average tree takes seven years to grow, 
is only used for a few weeks, requires 
energy to cut and transport, and often 
adds to the landfill.

Live potted trees that can 
be planted later may be an 
environmentally positive choice.

Travel
Plan an eco-tourism or volunteer 

trip. Consider healthy eco-friendly 
excursions such as kayaking or 
camping. Off-set your holiday travel’s 
impact by buying carbon credits: 
www.liveneutral.org. Learn more at 
www.sustainabletravelinternational.
org. 

Rosalie and John King began 
their volunteer experience in Wild-
Care’s songbird ward in September 
of 2003. Like many other volun-
teers, they cleaned cages, prepared 
diets and did dishes. Because they 
started work in September, when 
the baby birds are already gone, 
they were also able to spend time 
learning more advanced procedures, 
and were soon asked to supervise 
the Wednesday afternoon shift. 

John and “Lea” help in other 
ways, too. John designs and builds 
specialty equipment, such as duck-
ling brooders, songbird cages, nest 
boxes and perches to suit the needs 
of the wide variety of patients that 
come to WildCare. The Kings are 
on call as transport volunteers when 
animals need to see a veterinarian 
or be transported to another center, 
or when items need to be picked up 
from suppliers. Lea has baked lav-
ishly decorated cupcakes for special 
events, and John is an accomplished 
jewelry designer who has made 
donations of auction items. 

The Kings give their time, and 
they support WildCare fi nancially, 
too. They renew their member-
ship annually, and they support 
WildCare’s programs through event 
participation. They Dine for Wildlife 
in the spring and attend WildCare’s 
winter Gala. They are frequently 
on hand at informal events to add a 
great spirit of camaraderie. 

Thanks for everything you do, 
John and Lea!

volunteers
extraordinaire...

Happy Holidays for Wildlife!
by Melanie Piazza, Director of Animal Care 

We see a sharp rise in cases of 
wildlife that have been injured by guns 
or arrows in the months following the 
holidays. To help reduce the numbers 
of innocent wild animals being used 
as target practice this winter, and to 
improve the habitat we all share, we’d 
like to offer some more humane and 
environmentally friendly holiday ideas. 

Gifts
Consider giving 

an educational gift, 
such as a camera, 
binoculars, wildlife 
identification books, 
tuition for a child 
to attend a nature 
camp or class, or 
a gift certificate 
to a wildlife or 
gardening class. 

Ask for gifts for a specific 
environmental charity. A WildCare 
wild animal “adoption” in a loved one’s 
name is a gift that gives twice! 

Start a family tradition you can 
watch grow as the years pass. Volunteer 
together as a family. Plant trees. 

Give homemade gifts. Gift 
certificates for chores or baby sitting, 
jams, chutneys, brandied fruits or 
photo keepsakes are welcome gifts that 
bestow the gift of time. 

If you purchase gifts, look for items 
that are durable, not overpackaged, 
made of natural components, are made 
under a fair trade and labor label, 
are energy efficient, have long-term 
warranties, use rechargable batteries 
and are repairable. Patronize stores 
such as EcoExpress (www.ecoexpress.
com) that offer environmentally 
friendly, sustainably produced gifts. 

Avoid products made in China due 
to human rights, environmental, and 
animal welfare issues.

Wrapping
Use recycled wrapping paper or 

creative alternative wrapping such 
as newspaper, paper bags, maps, gift 
baskets and tins.

Photo by Laura Milholland
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Let’s Talk Turkey
by Susanne Cooper, Terwilliger Van Naturalist

They’re showing up in the best neighborhoods and they’re 
becoming bolder. But the Wild Turkeys you are seeing didn’t invite 
themselves. They were here before, and we invited them back – now 
they’re here to stay. 

have “beards” or specialized feathers 
that stick out from the breast, up to 
nine inches in some males! Even more 
amusing are the names given to the 
sounds turkeys emit – they gobble, 
cluck, putt, purr, yelp, cutt, cackle and 
even kee-kee!

A National Symbol
Benjamin Franklin preferred the 

turkey over the bald eagle as our 
national symbol. In a letter to his 
daughter he stated “For the Truth the 
Turkey is in Comparison a much more 
respectable Bird…though a little vain 
& silly, a Bird of Courage, and would 
not hesitate to attack a Grenadier 
of the British Guards who should 
presume to invade his Farm Yard with 
a red Coat on.”

Now that’s food for thought!

mrs. t’s corner...

early 1500s Spanish explorers brought 
the Aztec’s turkey, domesticated 
from the wild Mexican subspecies, 
to Europe. Europeans confused this 
new bird with an African guinea fowl 
imported through Turkey, and voila – 
the name “turkey” was born. When the 
Pilgrim Fathers came to the Americas 
they brought their gobbling pheasant 
with them, having no idea that its wild 
counterparts were already in residence.

Bearded gobblers
 As much as four feet high and 

up to 25 pounds, a male turkey, aka 
“tom” or “gobbler,” is impressive. The 
hen is smaller, only three feet tall and 
averaging eight pounds. And what 
a sight they are! The turkey’s fleshy 
bumps on its head are “caruncles.” 
“Wattles” refer to the skin hanging from 
throat and neck. A “snood” is a flap of 
skin that hangs over the beak. Turkeys 

 “Teach children to love nature; 
people take care of what they love.”

–Elizabeth Terwilliger

The original West Coast Wild 
Turkey became extinct around 10,000 
years ago, probably because of climate 
change at the end of the last ice age. No 
wild turkeys gobbled again in Califor-
nia until the late 1800s.

Wild turkeys of various subspecies 
were first reintroduced to California in 
1877, and the Department of Fish and 
Game has been releasing turkeys in 
California for hunting purposes since 
1910. Preferring the oak woodlands 
like those of Marin and Sonoma to any 
other habitat, the population exploded 
and quickly spread. Wild turkeys can 
now be found in almost every open 
space preserve (and in many residential 
areas!) in the Bay Area. The Bay Area is 
a veritable turkey’s delight!

The domestic turkey of today came 
to farms in California after several 
hundred years of globe trotting. In the 
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November  2007  -  Apr i l  200 8
Schedu le  o f  Events

 Museum and Courtyard 
Programs

Wildlife Ambassadors* 
Ambassadors in the Courtyard FREE

 Pool Bird feeding: daily 12:30 & 4:30pm 

Living with Wildlife Classes
Tamalpais Union High School District 
Adult & Community Education Series
at WildCare, 6:30-8:30pm $25/$20 each

 January 30: Nature’s Puzzles and Treasures
February 6:  Meet the Mammals
February 13:  Reptiles and Amphibians 
February 20:  Birds of a Feather
February 27:  Wildlife Solutions
March 5:  Wildlife Rehabilitation Hospital

415-945-3730 www.marinlearn.com 

Events

Hungry Owl Project 
 An Evening with Owls

Marin Art and Garden Center
November 15, 6:30pm

www.wildcarebayarea.org/eveningwithowls

WildCare Gala
Mill Valley Community Center
Friday, February 1, 2008 7-11pm

Nature Education 
Programs

Adult Nature Guide Training $50
Saturdays, 9am-1pm
February 23, March 1, 15, 29, April 19

Holiday Nature Camps, ages 6-8  
$75-$150 9am-12pm and 1-4pm

December 26-28 January 2-4

Spring Nature Camp, ages 6-8 $250
April 7-11, 9am-12pm and 1-4pm

 Joys of Hiking
415-454-3250 or 415-883-4182 

Thursdays, 9:30am-2pm 
$45/series; $35/members

Series III: November 29, December 6, 
13, 20

Series IV: January 10, 17, 24, 31
Series V: February 21, 28, March 6, 13
Series VI: April 3, 10, 17, 24
Series VII: May 8, 15, 22, 29

 *Pre-registration is required 
for all programs and events 
except those noted with an 
asterisk. Call 415-453-1000
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Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Programs

New Volunteer Orientations
Orientation for Adult Volunteers, 1-2pm
 One-hour orientation followed by 
100–Introduction to Wildlife 

Rehabilitation, 2-5pm $35
 January 12  February 9
 March 8 April 5
Orientation for Student Volunteers FREE

Pre-registration is mandatory.
January 7, 7-8pm

Classes for Volunteers
101C–Zoonoses $10

January 15, 6:30-8:30pm
201–Handling and Restraint $10

February 12, 6:30-8:30pm
203–Intro to Baby Mammal Care $10

February 23, 1:30-3:30pm 
203O–Foster Care - Opossums $10

March 15, 3-5pm
209–Intro to the Med Room $10

March 19, 6:30-8:30pm
214C–Baby Pigeon Care $10

March 31, 6:30-8:30pm

Wildlife Conferences

California Council for Wildlife Rehabilitators Symposium
Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite, CA

November 16-18, 2007
415-541-5090   www.ccwr.org

National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Symposium
Cherry Hill, NJ

March 4 - 8, 2008
  320-230-9920   www.nwrawildlife.org


